Abstract--Two patients with cerebral commissurotomy were tested with visual input lateralized to left or right half of the visual field by an opaque hemifield screen set in the focal plane of an optical system mounted on a scleral contact lens which allowed prolonged exposure and ocular scanning of complex visual arrays. Key personal and affect-laden stimuli along with items for assessing general social knowledgability were presented among neutral unknowns in visual arrays with 4-9 choices. Selective manual and associated emotional responses obtained from the minor hemisphere to pictures of subject's self, relatives, pets and belongings, and of public, historical and religious figures and personalities from the entertainment world revealed a characteristic social, political, personal and self-awareness comparable roughly to that of the major hemisphere of the same subject.
INTRODUCTION
THE QUALITY and level of conscious experience in the disconnected minor hemisphere of patients who have undergone complete surgical section of the forebrain commissures and the implications involved for mediation of conscious awareness in the intact brain have remained for some years a matter of speculation and controversy. Whereas conscious function in the disconnected left, language-dominant hemisphere is relatively easy to determine through direct verbal communication, the subjective experience of the predominantly mute and agraphic minor right hemisphere can only be inferred more indirectly through nonverbal, mainly manual, responses that are subject to varied interpretation. On the basis of a wide variety of lateralized test performances we have long favored the view that the disconnected hemispheres in both animal and human subjects are separately conscious in parallel at a moderately high and approximately equal level [I-3] .
Direct proof for this interpretation is lacking, of course, and alternative conclusions have been proposed. In some instances it has seemed preferable to conceive the minor hemisphere as a high order, unconscious, computer-like control system or automaton with consciousness centered either in the left hemisphere alone, in the intact brain stem, or in the person as a whole [4] [5] [6] . At the opposite extreme, the presence of duplex right and left domains of consciousness has been inferred not only after surgical disconnection, but also in the normal intact state [7] [8] [9] [10] . Various intermediate alternatives between these extremes have also been recognized [3, 11, 12] .
Contentions that the minor hemisphere is wholly lacking in conscious awareness have largely given way in recent years to a modified position which concedes that the right hemisphere may possess elemental forms of subjective awareness but denies the presence in the minor hemisphere of the higher reflective self-conscious type of mental awareness that characterizes the human brain and which is needed, so it is said, to qualify a system as a person [13] . Self-consciousness appears to be almost strictly a human attribute, according to present evidence drawn mainly from mirror self-recognition tests [14] . It seems not
